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By establishing an endowment fund at the Community Foundation today, 
you are planting a seed that will grow over time, providing necessary 
resources for future generations.

WHAT IS AN ENDOWMENT?
When you create a charitable fund through the Cerro Gordo County Community Foundation, you 
have the opportunity to benefit the community forever with a permanent endowment. Your gift is 
invested over time. Earnings from your fund are used to make grants addressing community needs. 
Your gift, and all future earnings from your gift, is a permanent source of community capital, helping 
do good work today and in the future.

LEGACY AND STABILITY
Donors who endow their gifts can make a difference in their community during their lifetime and, at 
the same time, provide a gift that lasts forever. Grants will continue to be made in the name of the 
fund you establish so that your charitable wishes are preserved, even if an organization receiving 
grants ceases to exist in the future.

Leaders of a nonprofit organization may also look to the Community Foundation to hold their 
organization’s endowment because they know that having a constant source of funding helps them 
respond to emergency needs as well as plan for the future and sustain the good work they do.

EXPERT HELP
When donors or nonprofit organizations work through the Community Foundation to achieve their 
charitable goals, they benefit from the expertise of experienced staff, community leadership, and 
investment management.

*Assumes an 8.5% rate of return and a 5.5% annual payout (including administrative and investment fees). This is for illustration purposes only. 

Initial gift has 
been invested: 1 TIME 2 TIMES 6+ TIMES

YEAR 15
$10,700 in 
cumulative grants 
and services from 
fund        
$14,500 fund 
balance

YEAR 25
$20,400 in 
cumulative grants 
and services from 
fund            
$18,600 fund 
balance

YEAR 50

$58,700 in 
cumulative grants 
and services from 
fund
$34,900 fund 
balance

YEAR 1

Establish a Named 
Fund

$10,000 gift


