
GUIDE
good giving

Now is a great time for giving! You can make a difference in your community and for the causes you care 
about through a charitable gift to the Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa. When considering where 
to make your year-end gift, working with your local Community Foundation presents many options that allow 
you to customize your giving and provides unique tax benefits. 

Our staff are charitable experts and are here to help you make a gift that’s right for you and makes the impact 
you want. We hope this year-end giving guide is a resource for you as you consider your gift. Thank you! 

Make the Most of Your Year-End Giving

Five “Need to Know” Year-End Giving Tips
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Give early and complete your gift by December 31. 
Gifts by check must be postmarked by this date. Gifts of 
stocks and real estate are more complex; don’t wait until 
late December to make these gifts.

Talk to your professional advisor. Before making any 
significant gift to charity, consult your attorney, financial 
advisor, CPA, or other advisor to understand the impact 
on your taxes.

Appreciated stock can be a tax-effective gift. Consider 
a year-end gift of appreciated stock. Your gift of stock, 
donated directly to the Community Foundation, will not 
trigger capital gains tax and you will receive a charitable 
deduction for its current market value. 

Give online. You can make your last minute gifts via 
credit card on our secure website. Gifts must be made 
before midnight on December 31.

Let the Community Foundation do the legwork. 
Working with our staff gives you access to extensive 
knowledge of the local nonprofit community and of the 
charitable needs of our region.

The Community Foundation partners with 
nonprofits every day in a variety of ways. One 
important way is through the administration 
of nonprofit endowment funds. These funds 
create long-term stability and a forever source 
of revenue to ensure their missions thrive for 
generations. 

Over 125 nonprofit organizations hold 
endowed funds with the Community 
Foundation and our affiliate Community 
Foundations, giving you many choices across 
our region when it comes to finding a charity 
that aligns with your values and passion.  

These funds are a great option when 
considering where to make your year-end 
gifts. You can make a gift of any amount, big 
or small, to support these nonprofit funds!

View a list of all nonprofit funds across our 
20-county region at cfneia.org/nonprofitlist.

Nonprofit Funds are a 
Great Giving Option

WAYS TO MAKE 
YOUR GIFT 

Give Online
cfneia.org/givetoday

Mail a Check
3117 Greenhill Circle
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Gifts of Stock , Real Estate, or 
Retirement Assets
Contact our Development 
team at 319-287-9106 or 
info@cfneia.org to make a gift.



Confirmed in 
Compliance with 
National Standards 
for U.S. Community 
Foundations. 

Bunching Donations 
Through a Donor 
Advised Fund 
The increase in the standard deduction 
means many donors may not collect 
the necessary deductions to surpass 
the new standard deduction threshold. 
A tax-smart strategy to overcome this 
is called “bunching,” where a taxpayer 
groups together deductions into a 
single tax year in order to surpass the 
itemization threshold. In off-years, 
taxpayers can take the standard 
deduction. 

BUNCHING WITH A DONOR 
ADVISED FUND
Gifts to donor advised funds are tax 
deductible. You can combine two or 
three years of charitable contributions 
in order to exceed the new, higher 
standard deduction in a given year. 
Bunching multiple years’ worth of 
donations in a single year allows you to 
receive maximum tax benefits for your 
charitable contributions. 

GIVING OVER TIME
Although you will not make charitable 
contributions each year using this 
strategy, you can still support your 
favorite charities on “off” years. The 
assets in your donor advised fund will 
be available to you so you can make 
grant distributions even in the years 
when you don’t contribute to the fund. 
Funds that are not distributed as grants 
will continue to be invested so your 
charitable dollars can grow tax-free. 
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EXAMPLE GRAPH BELOW:
This scenario shows how a married 
couple, filing jointly, who typically give 
$5,000 a year to charity can benefit from 
bunching their charitable donations. This 
is accomplished by contributing $15,000 
to a donor advised fund every three 
years. In this example, the donors itemize 
in years one and four and takes the 
standard deduction in years two, three, 
five, and six, giving them an additional 
$18,000 in tax deductions over the six 
year period.
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IRA 
GIFT TO CHARITY

USE YOUR DISTRIBUTION FOR GOOD AND RECEIVE TAX BENEFITS.

WHO
The IRA Charitable 

Rollover provision allows 
individuals 70 ½ or older 
to donate to charities of 
their choice. You must be 
at least 70 ½ at the time 

of your gift.

  

WHAT
Donations up to 

$100,000 may be given 
annually to charitable 
organizations directly 

from an Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA) 

without treating the 
distribution as taxable 

income. Distribution 
cannot be made to donor 

advised funds.

HOW
Qualified IRA Charitable 

Rollover gifts can be 
given to or through 

your local Community 
Foundation. You can 

choose to support the 
Community Foundation 

or another nonprofit 
organization through a 
designated fund at the 

Community Foundation.

Read more at cfneia.org/ira or contact our staff at info@cfneia.org or 
319-287-9106 to initiate your IRA Charitable Rollover.

Now is the time to take advantage of 
the Endow Iowa 25% state tax credit 
program. 2019 Endow Iowa state tax 
credits are expended, and now less 
than $2 million of the $6 million in 
2020 tax credits remain. These credits 
will not last long during the year-end 
giving season. 2020 Endow Iowa 
credits are distributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. We encourage you to 
make your gift now to help ensure you 
receive 2020 credits. 

If you would like assistance or have any 
questions regarding the Endow Iowa 
state tax credit program, please call 
our office at 319-287-9106.

Endow Iowa 25% State 
Tax Credit

Charitable IRA Rollover Offers Tax Benefits


